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After a turbulent few terms with staff and students absent with 

Covid, I am please to say that things have been relatively 

settled within the academy for the beginning of the summer 

term. At this time of year we start to look towards the future, 

with year 9 choosing their options for GCSE, Year 11 and 13 

settling into their exam seasons and with us welcoming another 

capacity cohort into year 7.

With that comes some staff departures, with two notable ones 

outlined below. I would like to thank both staff members for 

their contributions over many years. I also wish to truly thank 

Mr May for all of his support and guidance since I took over as 

Principal, he leaves a significant gap in the leadership team but 

also in our staffing family.

Message from Mr MacLean UPCOMING EVENTS

10th/11th May - Year 9 
Geography Field trip to Herne 
Bay

16th May - Assessment Week and 
Year 11 exams begin

24th May - Le Hatch 

25th May - Youth Conference

26th May - Year 7 Parent Evening

27th May – Last day of Term

As the academy continues to expand we will be advertising for several new staffing positions 

over the next few weeks, including teachers across all core subjects and pastoral staff and 

teaching assistants to join our expanding teams in both the main school and Aspen 2. Please do 

have a look on the Kent Teach website if you would be interested in working or training at the 

academy.

Marion Loane

As a result of unresolved health issues linked to COVID 19, after 7 years of loyal service to the 

school, Marion has left us at the end of April. I am sure you join all of us in thanking Marion for 

her significant contribution to the life of the school and wish her all the very best for the future.

Gary May

It is with regret that we announce that Mr May has taken the decision to step down from his post 

as Vice Principal at Dover Christ Church Academy and has left us at the end of April. The 

decision has been made following an extended period of ill health – throughout which he has 

continued to fulfil his role serving DCCA and its community. Mr May will be embarking on a new 

venture offering educational consultancy along with continuing existing roles as Independent 

Chair of the ELA Finance Scrutiny group and Trustee at the Dover Outreach Centre. Mr May 

wishes to thank the very many wonderful students and colleagues that it has been his pleasure 

to work with over the course of the last nine years. It has been a challenging journey at times but 

we have delivered to the community of Whitfield and the surrounding area a school which they 

have rightly grown to be proud of. We wholeheartedly wish him well and thank Gary for his 

dedicated service. 

Mr J MacLean

Principal
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Attendance and Absence

When reporting your child’s absence, please can you do so in one of the following ways. 

1. Call 01304 820126 and select Option 1 (leave a message if no answer)

2. Email clovesd@dccacademy.org.uk

3. Send a message via the Sims Parent App

4. Email info@dccacademy.org.uk

Remember to let us know the reason for absence (if unwell, the type of illness). Please note 

that if you notify us by any other method, your message may not be seen (for example the My 

Ed App is no longer in use).

If you have any further queries about this, please contact Mrs Cloves, the attendance officer, 

directly.

Mrs Y Bryant

Office Manager

mailto:clovesd@dccacademy.org.uk
mailto:info@dccacademy.org.uk
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Dover Christ Church Academy Language Exchange Project 2021-2022 

Title of the Project:  “Into languages….. together”

Schools involved: Dover Christ Church Academy, Dover England and École Élementaire Auguste 

Braillon, Martinique France

Languages involved: English and French

Objectives:

• Persuade our students to speak French/English

• Stimulate our students to have a deeper interest in the foreign language

• Get to know aspects of the French/English culture

• Help our students to realise that it’s not so hard to speak

• Help our students to improve their pronunciation and intonation

• Find a good reason to “use” the language they are studying

Activities

• Writing letters to their penpals

• Recording videos (with written consents signed by parents/carers) 

• Having online meetings at school

• Working on activities about aspects of the French/English culture

Students involved: Year 7 students

Mrs D Chillemi

MFL Teacher
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A huge thank you to 
staff in our Community 

– our Golden apple 
winners for March and 

April



DCCA Parent Bulletin
Friday 6th May 2022



DCCA Parent Bulletin
Friday 6th May 2022

Miss J Shrewsbury

PE Dept

Year 11 student Milli Day competed last week at the 

World Cheerleading Championships in Orlando, 

Florida with her cheerleading team T5 from Vista 

Twisters cheerleading club Dover. Milli’s team were 

successful in gaining a place in the day 2 finals out 

of 25 teams and finished up with a really great day 2 

performance placing 7th out of 12 teams.  

Sadie Henry (YR11) and Millie Reeve (YR10) 

competed at the Summit Cheerleading 

Championships also in Orlando, Florida the 

following weekend. Sadie and Millie competed with 

their Level 3 team ‘Nitro’ and gave an amazing 

performance, but in a division of 60 they just fell 

short of making finals.  

Milli Day competed one more time at the Summit also with her Level 4 team V4, they made day 2 finals 

and finished 4th out of 6 teams, they performed two strong routines and finished with a fantastic result.  

All 3 families would like to thank everyone for their support shown leading up to the competition and 

during their time away. It was a fantastic opportunity, and we are extremely proud of them.  

Miss T McGeehan

PE Dept

Vista Twisters Compete in Orlando
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Mr D Michael

SENCO

Miss R Buchanan

Head of Geography

Geography Field Trip

A reminder that Year 9 have a fieldtrip to Herne Bay next week (10th + 11th May) depending on their form 

group.

SEN Support

We now have a new service available which is called DCCA go connect. 

This service is an email that parents/carers can receive, which contains information regarding SEN 

support and programmes available from outside agencies. 

Parents can email michaeld@dccacademy.org.uk to be signed up.

STEM Club

STEM Club runs on Tuesday lunchtimes in S2. The club is for KS3 students interested in all things 

science, technology, engineering and maths. Our current topic is Space, Coding and the Metaverse....

Dr E Braham

STEM Group Co-ordinator

Catch up/revision sessions for Biology are running in F7 from 10am to 12pm every Saturday with Ms 

Salter.

Year 11 Science Revision

Ms J Salter

Science Teacher

mailto:michaeld@dccacademy.org.uk
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It is taking place for all year 10 and 12 students the week commencing 11th July for the one 

week.  

A work experience placement can:  

• help young people learn new skills   
• provide an insight into the skills and attitudes required by certain sectors and 

employers  
• provide a better understanding of the world of work   
• help understand how skills taught in school can be transferred to the world of work   
• give an opportunity to develop the young person’s personal and social skills and 

increase their maturity.   

 

Students are encouraged to find their own placements after a discussion with Mrs Mercer. Work 

experience is part of the student’s education and therefore will be unpaid. All placements must 

conform to health and safety regulations and will be visited by a member of staff during the week.   

If you own your own business or are part of a local business and would like the opportunity to get 

involved in the work experience programme, please contact myself on 01304 820126.   

Mrs H Mercer

Careers
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Mrs S Barker

Joint-Leader of Aspen 2

He shared his book with our Learning Resource Manager - Mrs 

Belsom, who is looking to make a shelf of his books and other 

visually impaired books in the library. 

Ryan, one of our Aspen 2 students who is visually impaired, has 

recently been looking at different stories and chose one to retell in 

his own way, Oliver! He used MOON typing (a simplified version 

of Braille) and sensory resources as well as drawing. 

Ryan’s DREAM


