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Last week, despite yet more disruption to our school community 
with further teachers affected by Covid, many for the second time 
and worse than their first, I had the pleasure of speaking to some of 
our wonderful students in Key Stage 3 to ask them about their 
books, their learning and how they felt about their Teaching and 
Learning experiences at the Academy. It was extremely positive and 
the students loved showing me their books and how proud they are. 

In the current climate it is difficult to focus on the good bits, so this 
was a lovely pick me up from our students. As a parent myself of 
two teenagers who are approaching their GCSE exams I am all too 
familiar with the stresses and strains that school life brings at 
present – nationally schools are suffering with ongoing challenging 
behaviour and school cultures have been somewhat eroded by the 
impact of Covid. At DCCA we pride ourselves on our special 
community and we work hard to ensure that our students continue 
to make the right choices. The vast majority of our students work 
hard, want to do well and enjoy being part of the Academy. We look 
forward to Friday, not only because it’s the last day of term, but also 
to present our Year 11 students with their mock exam results. Our 
Year 11 students have worked incredibly hard and we are proud to 
say that 80 students have signed up for further Easter revision 
sessions with staff members. Thank you to all those staff who 
continue to support our students. 

Mrs Muir has delivered a special message in assembly to the Year 11 
students today, further complimenting them on their exceptional 
behaviour in their mock exams and she has reiterated the 
importance of their onward revision pathway over the Easter break.

This morning, we had to make another difficult decision and asked 
Year 7 students to remain at home owing to the staff absence 
recorded by 7.30 am. We ask that these students engage with home 
learning as best they can, we cannot offer live lessons, but will be 
setting independent learning tasks that will be sent via email and 
the Year 7 TEAMS group. We thank all of our parents who have 
supported us yet again with this difficult decision.

MESSAGE FROM MRS TOMKINS

UPCOMING EVENTS

29th March Le Hatch evening

30th March Careers Fair for Year 
10, 11 and Post 16

31st March Year 8 Virtual Parent 
Evening

1st April Mock results – Year 11
Aspen Trip

1st April end of Day – Break up 
for Easter

19th April Back to School
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STEM Club

STEM Club runs on Tuesday lunchtimes in S2, the club is for KS3 students interested in all things 

science, technology, engineering and maths. Our current topic is Space, Coding and the Metaverse....

Dr E Braham

STEM Group Co-ordinator

Coding Club

Coding Club is running on Wednesdays immediately after school, from 3.10 till 4.10pm in S1. We are 

currently looking at Python coding adventure games, and also how to create Virtual Reality worlds using 

code! The club is aimed towards Year 9 KS3 students.

Mr L Yates

IT Teacher

Year 11 Biology catch-up/revision session

Every Saturday with Ms Salter, 10am to 12pm, come in to catch-up or revise in preparation for your Year 

11 Biology exam..

Ms J Salter

Science Teacher
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Please can I make all our parents/carers and students aware that Monkey Noodles seem to be the 

latest craze to hit our shops claiming to be a ‘fidget’ toy. However these are just becoming a vicious 

form of elastic flicking. Therefore under no circumstances should they come onto the school site and 

those that do will be confiscated. 

Notices and Reminders

Please being a water bottle to school to remain hydrated. 

All energy drinks and high sugar drinks are not to be brought onto the school site and will be 

confiscated. (For example Monster, Coke, Dr Pepper). We want to support our students’ health and 

wellbeing, alongside encouraging them to be the best learners they can be, therefore we follow the 

science that water is the best form to ensure that the brain remains hydrated and ready to maximise 

learning. 
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Ms R Buchanan

Head of Geography
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Mrs H Mercer

Careers
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Miss J Shrewsbury

PE Dept

Netball U15 Match

On Thursday 10th March, DCCA held a netball tournament against St Edmunds and Astor. Each team 

played 4 games all together. All teams played well and put in their best effort. 

Our first match was against Astor, both teams played well and shooting on our hand was great. The 

final score was 5-2 to DCCA. Astor’s attacking players held the ball well and they gave us a good first 

game.

Our second match was against St Edmunds, again both teams played well, and they were harder to 

beat. They had a strong centre, and their defence was great, but ours was better. The final score was 4-

2 to DCCA. 

We played two more games, one against Astor and one against St Edmunds.  The scores were 3-0 to 

DCCA against Astor and 3-2 to DCCA against St Edmunds. 

Altogether we played well as a team, but we could work on improving our communication.

Player of the match was Anna Goldsmith.

(Written by Poppy Morgan)
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Alfie Richardson

Year 10 Principal of Student Leadership Team

Student Leadership Training Day

On Tuesday 22nd March, I was able to attend a student leadership day where we learned key skills for 

leadership and our role as a representative for EKST. We began the day by learning the benefits of 

effective collaboration. We did this by debating different topics and sharing our personal views. This 

was followed by a session about the logistics behind a large-scale event and the roles required for 

these events. After lunch, we then had a session where we learned how to take an event idea into 

execution. 

Lastly, we developed key skills in communication and presentations. Throughout the day we were able 

to discuss ideas with fellow student leadership teams from a variety of other schools and what events 

we could collectively include in our schools.
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Post 16 visit to Canterbury Christ Church University

When, we arrived at Canterbury Christ Church University. Then we were taken by a few mentors into a 

health and science building that included the room that we were spending the morning in. The first 

session required us to sit in groups and debate our opinions about our answers to questions; we would 

sit and discuss our thoughts for a few minutes and then we would all share our ideas with each other. 

The questions revolved around serious life decisions such as covid occurrences and lockdowns. We 

could either agree or disagree or our answer could be undecided. Once everyone shared their ideas, we 

were then split into two group and we either had to fight for the question or against it. This meant we 

interacted with other students from a different school and contributed to the task with them. This task 

improved how we accept everyone’s opinions, and we had the chance to share our views.

After this session, we moved to another room where we had a poet talking to us about the roles of 

particular people within a team. This task encouraged us to think hard about all the different roles and 

this is where I gained the most knowledge by learning about particular roles that I didn’t know existed. 

We placed all our ideas on a large sheet of paper, and we were also asked individually what our 

strengths and weaknesses are. I learned that I am an Activist and Reflector. Once this session was 

complete, we had lunch.

The sessions we did before hand were to help us with our teamwork skills and help us put those skills 

towards our charity event planning. Charlotte and I worked together with someone else from another 

school and we jotted down all our potential idea plans. The charity event that we planned was focused 

on helping Ukraine, so we came up with an event that would encourage people to donate money 

towards helping them.

After this we had to find a partner from a new school before we went to our last session. This was an 

evaluation of the day, and it gave us the chance to discuss what we liked about the day and get to know 

a bit more about our partners. We also did some more activities based on presentation skills. This meant 

we learned about what we could do to make it look better and what not to do. 

Overall, the day was a great experience of learning new skills and knowledge that I could definitely use 

in the future and getting to know more people that were participating in the same experiences was 

interesting – I got to see their perspective and how they thought it was a good opportunity too.

Isabelle Brown

Principal of 6th Form Leadership Team
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Mrs O Cunnington

Class Teacher

Aspen 2 Marble run competition

In A2 class, we have been learning about forces in science. As part of this we have been doing some 

friction experiments, such as testing out different materials as 'brake pads' for bikes. Last week we had a 

group competition to create the most interesting marble run from a choice of materials. It was too hard to 

select a winner as all three marble runs were very creative and stood out in different ways. The students 

were very enthusiastic about the task and enjoyed showing off their final pieces.
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Last Thursday, Year 7 students were introduced to Indian culture through Indian drumming and 

dancing workshops run by ShivaNova. Students had a fantastic time learning about the different styles 

of Indian drumming and had the opportunity to play the traditional drums in a one-hour workshop. 

Prakash, the workshop leader and drummer, gave some great performances on the Punjabi Dhol Drum 

and Mridangam drum which is a piece of South Indian percussion. Students are now looking forward to 

bringing what they have learnt back into the music classroom later on this year!

Drumming and Dancing workshop for Year 7

Ms J Langston

Head of Music
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Year 8 Mexican art theme – Notan Skulls

In art we have been working on a new aspect of the Mexican art theme- NOTAN SKULLS.

Students had to focus on their use of shapes and symmetry to produce a skull and pattern design. Here 

we have a few on display in the art loft. Excellent effort at a new technique.

Mrs D Parris

Creative Faculty Lead


