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As we come towards the end of the academic year, it gives me great pleasure to state that the 

academy now resembles a normal school after the long and difficult two year Covid 

period. Clubs are back running throughout the school, with external sporting fixtures in full 

swing. Later this term we are proud to present We Will Rock You, a musical production that 

has been nearly three years in the making! Towards the end of term Year 10 work 

experience will be in full swing and enrichment week activities together with sport days and 

house competitions are planned for the end of the year.

Let me use this opportunity to state how proud we are of our examination groups. Throughout 

all of the turmoil and uncertainty they have approached the exam series with maturity and 

positivity and we are immensely proud of what they have achieved.

On the 4th July we will welcome our new year 7 cohort, another year group in which we 

exceed our school capacity and welcome over 150 students to the school. Additionally we are 

currently building an additional two classroom so we can expand our Aspen 2 cohort and 

ensure that we can offer appropriate education to all of the students in our local community.

Mr. Jamie MacLean

Principal 

Update from Mr MacLean

UPCOMING EVENTS

6th – 10th PRIDE week

24th June Year 11 Leavers 
Breakfast and Prom
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Free delivery on all orders placed over £80.00, this will run for 1 week only 20th to 26th

June 2022.

Price and Buckland – School uniform offer

UKRAINE Community Hub

On Monday 20th June, we will be hosting 

our first Ukraine Community Hub event 

which will provide a chance to meet and 

socialise with other Ukranian families 

living in the Canterbury area.

We wondered if you would like to come 

along, and pass on our invitation to the 

schools in the partnership? Please find 

further details below and RSVP to 

eradmin@stedmunds.org.uk.

We hope you can join us.

With best wishes

Ed O'Connor

Head

Asset Management are making repairs to Pencester Skate Park, Dover later this week. The tarmac 

areas at the base of several ramps is eroding, in order to make safe the provision, maintenance 

team will be placing a harder material at the base to rectify the issue. This material will need around 

48 hours to set hard, clearly failure for this to remain untouched will ruin the efforts and render the 

ramps a bit useless and probably dangerous. Please could you spread the word to all your young 

people to keep out of the skate park when they see the patches (which will be obvious to the 

eye) for 48 hours, and thank you in advance for helping keep the equipment safe for everyone. 

Message from DDC regarding Pencester Skatepark

mailto:eradmin@stedmunds.org.uk
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Lloret de Mar July 9th-15th July 2022

There will be an information evening Monday 20th June at 4pm in the main hall regarding the Spain trip 

for parents and students on the water sports and IBCP trip. This will be an opportunity to find out more 

information, ask any questions and meet the staff going on the trip. If you have not handed in the 

medical consent or passport can these be brought in also. Can we also ask that you download your 

son/daughters Covid pass and bring in a copy. If you do not have a printer you can email it to us and we 

will print.

Looking forward to seeing you all,

Mrs Wallis, Miss McGeehan, Mrs Bouffard, Mr Cooper & Mr Prescott 

Trip Organisers

Year 7 Rounders

On Tuesday 7th June, our year 7 and 8s have a rounders match against Sandwich Technology School. 

We played 9-a-side with two lots of 12-minute innings. This was the first-time out year 7s represented the 

school in a Rounders fixture. DCCA did some amazing batting and fielding. They worked very well as a 

team and were able to score a lot of rounders. The final score was DCCA 24 - STS 27. All the students 

that took part did incredible and represented the Academy excellently.

Miss J Shrewsbury

PE Dept
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Mrs V Wallis

IBCP Co-Ordinator

IBCP students visit Viking Maritime Skills Academy 

The year 12 IBCP class visited the Viking Maritime Skills Academy at the end of last term to find out 

about the training opportunities they offer and about different careers working at sea. They all had a 

great time watching a training session carried out in the pool and trying out some of the 

equipment. Some students even took a liking to the emergency food they keep in the life boats!

Year 7 LEAP Programme trip to Canterbury Christ Church University

A group of 28 year 7 students attended Canterbury Christ Church University on Tuesday 7th June. They 

have started a 5-year LEAP Programme (Learn, Engage, Aspire, Progress) to help with their studies and 

knowledge on higher education. They were all engaged, worked collaboratively and had a great time! 

Well done to all students involved with this programme. There are many more activities, clubs and 

workshops to come!

Miss M Letchford

STRIVE Mentor
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Miss J Langston

Head of Key Stage 3

The year 8 students took part in a roadshow organised by Dover District Council. The theme for the 

roadshow was I.M.P.A.C.T (I’m Making Positive Action Choices Today) with the goal of conveying 

essential and positive messages concerning mental health, exploitation, gangs, and county lines, as well 

as teaching young people how to become personally resilient in choosing positive action choices.

The event gave pupils the chance to learn about topics that are not part of the standard curriculum and 

were delivered by expert professionals in their subject area. It gave pupils the opportunity to reflect on 

powerful information from people who have had first-hand experience. Pupils were given the opportunity 

after the roadshow to browse market stalls, from a number of statutory and voluntary organisations, full of 

information to take away on topics that have been covered by the key note speakers plus various other 

relevant safety materials.

Year 8 I.M.P.A.C.T. roadshow from DDC
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Mr R Dolan

Trip Organiser

Animal Farm Trip

Our Key Stage 3 pupils recently visited the Marlowe Theatre in Canterbury to see a performance of 

‘Animal Farm’. This short novel, written by George Orwell, is one of the most famous in English Literature. 

Students study the text in Year 8 and it is currently on the GCSE English Literature specification.  By 

watching this fantastic production at the theatre students have deepened their knowledge of plot and 

character whilst experiencing theatrical form. 

They witnessed Old Major, the prize boar, calling the animals of Manor Farm together. He had a strange 

dream of a better future. However, soon after this dream becomes a reality, the ruthless Napoleon takes 

charge and life on the farm goes downhill for the animals.  

The show is a brand new production featuring amazing puppetry by Toby Olie (creator of War Horse and 

Running Wild). The animals are brought to life by the puppet masters in the most incredible way leaving 

all of us completely immersed in the story. 

Our students were exemplary and did the academy proud. The trip was a real success!

Keep lookout for future theatre trips next year. We have a few being planned.

Students’ favourite parts:

“I loved it when all the animals were being chased by the farmer. It was like they were all actually running, 

and it was really intense!” Lexi 

“I liked the start when the revolution started; it was really funny.” Mika 

“The part when Napoleon got up on two legs at the end was the best bit.” Craig

“Napoleon’s character was the best. He was so evil.” James

“I loved the puppets. It was a really action-packed show!” Abbie
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Mr G Palmer

Science Teacher

Year 9 Methane bubble experiment that happened at the end of term 5. The results were explosive to 

say the least!

Year 9 Science Experiments
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On Friday 27th May – Aspen 2 and the Learning Support Class held a street party for the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee. In the morning the students completed a variety of activities including bunting, 

portraits of the Queen, crown making and writing about “If I were a King or Queen for the day.” 

These were judged as part of the celebrations and prizes were awarded. In the afternoon the 

students had burgers and chips followed by ice cream sundaes provided by our fabulous Canteen 

staff. Students took part in a quiz about facts on the Queen and also learnt the signs for the National 

Anthem which they sang together at the end of the afternoon. A great day was had by all and huge 

thanks go to those that organised it all in particular one of our TAs Sharon who went above and 

beyond to ensure the students had a memorable day. 

Aspen 2

Mrs S Barker

Joint-Leader of Aspen 2


