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Welcome Back!
Despite additional restrictions and concerns over the spread of
Omicron, we have had a fantastic start to the New Year. I have been
incredibly impressed with our students and the mature attitude they
have shown throughout the changes in restrictions and rules. They
truly are a credit to you and the academy.
As you will see in this week’s newsletter, we continue to bring new
clubs and societies online and I would strongly encourage all
students to get involved in the extra-curricular offer within the
academy. With clubs running at lunch as well as after school there
are plenty of opportunities to get involved.
With every passing day it is becoming more certain that the Year 11, 12 and 13 exams will go ahead at the end
of the academic year. We have made a significant financial investment in catch up opportunities and lesson 6
interventions and I encourage students involved to attend all sessions on their timetable. It is essential that
students plan and start their revision early and ask staff for support if they identify any gaps in their learning.
I am also pleased that growing numbers of students are taking up the offer of a free breakfast in the
morning. We have secured this opportunity for the rest of the academic year, so any student is entitled to a
free toasted bagel or cereal each morning, students may just go to the canteen and help themselves!
Finally, I wish to thank you all for your ongoing support and understanding, in term of staffing levels and
absence it has proven a difficult academic year so far, a statement which all schools in the country can relate
to. Rest assured, we are committed at the academy to ensure all students can continue their education and
we will do everything in our power to offer face to face education for all pupils in our care.

Mr J MacLean
Principal
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Dear Parents and Carers,
It would be fair to say that, in the last two weeks, we have had a number of interpretations of what is and is not
acceptable uniform and we believe it is time to clarify our expectations for students and parents. I would like to
take this opportunity to revisit the uniform expectations. Uniform is an important part of a school’s identity. It
reinforces who we are as a community and helps allow students to feel pride in their school. It also helps prepare
students for life after school where many will have to dress smartly for work. The uniform policy is available on
the website for further reference.

Mr D Hunt
Assistance Vice Principal: Inclusion
DCCA Uniform Expectations
The majority of our uniform is available to purchase online from Price and Buckland, www.pbuniformonline.co.uk
Uniform items available from Price and Buckland

Additional uniform items

Blazer

White Shirt

School Tie – in house colours

Black trousers * (not leggings, jeggings, skinny jeans or
jeans) *Trouser should be tailored but loose fitting

Grey long sleeved jumper (optional)

Black skirt (skirt no shorter than just above the knee)

Grey sleeveless jumper (optional)

Black shoes

DCCA sports polo shirt

Black socks or tights

DCCA Sports shorts/track suit bottoms/
leggings/reversable sports shirt
DCCA Sports socks
Sports T-Shirt in house colour (optional)
DCCA Hoodie

We have introduced the DCCA Hoodie and skirt for students to wear, again both are available from
www.price-buckland.co.uk

DCCA Parent Bulletin
Tuesday 18th January 2022

Hair, make-up, piercings, nails and eyelashes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hair must be a ‘natural’ colour and not extreme in style
Make up and fake tan should be light and natural
Only one pair of stud type earrings may be worn.
No other piercings are allowed.
No false eyelashes, which includes extensions, strip, individual or Russian
Nails are to be a suitable length, i.e., no more than 5mm beyond the tip of the finger and a natural colour.

Footwear:
•

Shoes must be black with all leather uppers and must not have any branding or logos visible.

To ensure students are ready to learn we expect them to have the following equipment every day:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Student planner (Key stage 3 students, Years 7, 8 and 9)
Pencil case
Pens (black or blue)
Pencil (sharpener and eraser)
A ruler
Calculator

We recommend that students have a full-size school bag, suitable to carry A4 size books and all of their equipment.

Mobile Telephones, headphones and ear/air pods:
We are a no phone school. It is the expectation that should students bring their mobile phones to school, they
need to be switched off and in their school bags. Should you need to contact your child, please do so through our
main reception.
All headphones, ear and air pods are also not allowed, to be worn during school. This is for all year groups.

Mr D Hunt
Assistance Vice Principal: Inclusion
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Year 11 Have begun to revise the 300+ key words and meanings for their GCSE Sociology Course, by playing
Jenga. They wrote each key word on the sides and ends of the blocks. Each time they play Jenga, they will
choose their blocks, then try to recite the definition of the key words on that block and specify what topics
they relate to. They will then use all the key words from the block, in the right context, explaining how they
relate to the topic. This will help them clarify what they know and identify gaps in their knowledge. If they
do not know it, then they will need to go look it up!

Mrs M Greenstreet
GCSE Sociology

Extra On-Line/Internet Training For students:
Tackling Trolling and Online Hate with Imran Ahmed - Wednesday 19 January 4 - 5pm - the full
information can be found on our website and please note that anyone wishing to join the talk must use their
full name and their school email address when signing up otherwise they will not be sent the link.
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Le Hatch visit - Tuesday 7th December 2021
My husband and I visited Le Hatch on Tuesday 7th. I decided to take along the school camera to take some
pictures of the lovely evening we had.
The pictures do not, however, do our evening justice. We were greeted by the students, shown to our table,
and seated very quickly. We were given menus, table water and a fine bread selection with oils to pick at whilst
we were making our choice. The table set up and décor showed excellent attention to detail and was a pleasant
surroundings to have a nice meal. You wouldn’t believe it was the main school hall!
Summer was our server for the evening. She was outstanding, looked after us well. The service from all the
students was second to none, even those in younger year groups were being helped by the older students to
look after all the tables.
The food itself was of an extremely high quality, all cooked to perfection. An all-round fabulous evening and
excellent value for money!
Please see the link below, of when the next evening is planned. Menu choice should also be there with the
current prices – you won’t be disappointed 😊
https://www.dccacademy.org.uk/le_hatch.php

Mrs D Harrison
Roving Reporter
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National Citizens Service
Last term we had 22 Year 12 students complete the National Citizens Programme which included them
completing activities at Kingswood Ashford, skill development sessions and the final week involved 30
hours of social action. The two groups spent the last week planning, presenting, organising and
implementing their charity work for Dover Foodbank and Period Poverty. All students were fully engaged
and had a very successful week collecting food and raising money for both charities.
NCS is a programme where young people can become world ready and work ready, and raise their voice to
make a positive difference together. The NCS allows them to explore who they are and who they want to
be, where they can get a taste of independence and to connect with other like-minds, learn new skills,
make an impact in their community and better their employability.
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Bus Priority
Please can parents be aware that at the end of school, the main school car park has
been getting very congested recently. If you can avoid picking up there, it would be
appreciated as we have to prioritise space for the buses.

Mr I Smith
Director of Operations and Finance

Reading Ambassadors
Every morning at DCCA pupils gather in the Hub to read with one another. It is a great time where pupils across the
year groups support one another to grow in their reading ability, whilst also enjoying some of the new books in the
library. It is always wonderful to see so many students reading every day.
Mrs E Boxall
Reading Ambassador Co-ordinator
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Christmas baubles for rainbow babies, made by Mrs Skelton and Daniel in Year 9 raised £100

Aspen Christmas Activities
Just before Christmas Aspen 2 held a Christmas Party event for the students. They got to experience a cinema room
complete with popcorn and tickets, a crafting station making and creating a variety of things including cards,
crackers and paper chains, a selection of Christmas games including pin the buttons on the snowman and a
Christmas Escape Room where they had to work as a team to solve a variety of puzzles and save Christmas. Each
student received a party bag as well. Fun was had by all and our thanks go to the small group teacher and TAs who
helped to create such a memorable afternoon for our students.

Mrs S Barker
Joint Leader of Aspen 2

