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I write to you following concerns of an increase in non-school

related issues that are impacting on our students and their

education. Social media platforms such as Snapchat, Facebook,

TikTok and Instagram have had widespread impact on the way in

which we communicate and express our thoughts and opinions.

Social media clearly has many benefits for us both as individuals

and as communities; many schools including Dover Christ Church

Academy are exploring how we might best harness this power to

engage even more closely with parents and students.

Unfortunately, we are also experiencing an increasing number of

situations where social media has been the vehicle for

inappropriate behaviour by students. We live in a society where we

are proud of our right to freedom of speech and would not wish to

suggest that this should be curtailed in any way. There are

occasions, however, when things said in the virtual world are at

best unhelpful and, at worst, may constitute harassment, bullying or

intimidation which could ultimately lead to police involvement.

MESSAGE FROM MR HUNT UPCOMING EVENTS

22nd April Y10 Workshop

25th and 27th April Year 6 
welcome parents Meeting

26th April Youth Conference

29th April Year 10 workshop

2nd May  Bank Holiday School 
closed for day 

There have been a growing number of situations where we have had to deal with students using

social media to be unkind to others. What starts as something seemingly harmless takes no account

of how those on the receiving end might feel nor does it recognise how quickly things can get out of

control and become extremely unpleasant. Whilst things are most likely to have taken place off the

school site and outside school hours, the resulting ‘fallout’ in such situations can have major

implications for harmonious relationships within school and a resulting negative impact on teaching

and learning. If you have concerns that your child might be on the receiving end of hurtful social

media posts, or playing a part themselves, please talk to us. Some recent examples of ill-considered

use of social media have caused school staff to spend a disproportionate amount of time trying to

manage issues and situations. We would much prefer if this time could be focused on our students’

education.

1. If the site I post comments on is ‘private’ then why should I worry what I say, as only my

‘friends’ can read it? Once a comment has been posted there is nothing to stop other users

forwarding or sharing it. What started as an initial ‘sounding off’ can quickly spread much

more widely and cause a lot of unintended hurt.

2. How could the police get involved? If postings are threatening or discriminatory then the

police may become involved and have the authority to seize mobile devices and contact

service providers.

At Dover Christ Church Academy we pride ourselves on the integration of our named ‘values’ both

into pupils’ academic progress and character development. We strive to demonstrate, and to

encourage others to demonstrate these values - including being helpful, showing kindness,

demonstrating compassion, humility, ambition, resilience - in all areas of everyday life. As such,

when considering online activity and the use of social media, a broadly accurate guide is that if it

falls outside of behaviour and interaction as described and encouraged by these values, it is unwise

to proceed. Any form of harassment or bullying will be viewed seriously whether online or in person

and dealt with under our code of conduct.
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Le Hatch – Thursday 24th May 2022

The hatch is a restaurant operating within Dover Christ Church Academy. It will be opening 

one evening per term offering à la carte food at a competitive price. It is managed by 

professional chef and teacher Mr Carswell, who has over 25 years’ experience within the 

hospitality industry. Dover Christ Church runs a chef’s academy where students can study up 

to a Level 2 Diploma in Professional Cookery. Students enrolled on the course have been busy 

learning their skills and now have the knowledge to create a 3-course meal to a professional 

standard.

The menu will change on a termly basis and should suit all needs, there will be a 3-course option 

menu for £15. As you will see from our menu, we offer a wide selection of freshly cooked dishes at an 

attractive price owing to reduced overheads. If there is not a dish on the menu that takes your fancy, 

please feel free to contact Mr Carswell directly by email carswellj@dccacademy.org.uk, he will be 

more than happy to assist your menu choice.

Mr J Carswell

DT Dept

mailto:carswellj@dccacademy.org.uk
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Some Tickets 

still available 

from the 

Finance office

Mrs J Morris

Prom Organiser
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Mr S Bing

Head of Post 16

Today is national day of silence, this is an opportunity for the LGBTQ+ community to raise awareness 

for those in the community who are unable to speak freely about their identity.
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Miss J Shrewsbury

PE Dept
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Student Leadership Training Day

Charlotte Murray

Year 8 Principal of Student Leadership Team

On Tuesday 22nd March me and two others went to Canterbury Christ Church University for the EKST 

Student leadership day. 

There were four lessons collaboration project management, event planning and oracy all helping us 

meet new people from different schools and to work together to produce a fundraiser that could be held 

at most schools across Kent. That day helped us work as a team, do things that we wouldn’t usually do 

and learn more.
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Biology Conservation Enrichment

On Friday 25th March select biology students in year 10, 12 and 13 were joined by Mr Tom Reid, a 

Fisheries Biodiversity & Geomorphology specialist from the Environmental Agency to share his 

experiences about Otters and Beavers in Kent. The talk covered ideas about animal habitat, morphology 

& breeding linked to the curriculum but also provided inspiring insight into Tom's career and his day-to-

day role. The pictures show Tom with students getting hands-on experience of Otter and Beaver artifacts 

including wood shavings, droppings and Castor sacs (that surprisingly smell like Vanilla). Thank you to 

Tom and The environment agency for visiting and Thank you also to all students involved who were well 

behaved and so great at welcoming and engaging with our visitor.

Mrs Corroyer

Head of Science
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Bruderhof visit 25/3/22

As part of our GCSE Sociology studies, we recently visited the Bruderhof community, Beech Grove, in 

Noninngton.  Our intention was to find out if living as part of a commune was a way to reduce or eliminate 

inequality in society.  Inequality is a main topic in sociology.  

We were given a potted history of how the community began and how it has developed in this modern 

day.  We were then divided into groups and given a tour of the community.  We saw the factory where 

most of the community work, making children’s play equipment, which is shipped all around the world.  

We saw the nursery, primary and secondary schools, all trained and staffed by the Bruderhof community 

themselves.

We were able to share a luncheon with all 230 of the community members, part of the meal included 

home grown produce, and we all helped to clear away.  We then engaged in a question-and-answer 

session, about living in a commune.  Our students expertly asked their questions and answered those 

asked of us.  It was so refreshing to see our young adults being confident, engaging and leading the 

discussions. 

With our main questions answered and newly forged friendships we departed with an invitation for the 

Bruderhof students to come and visit us.  Our sociologists then reflected on the visit and summarised that 

community living goes a long way to breaking 

Dan said that “I enjoyed getting to experience first-hand a different way of life, by meeting those that live 

this way”

Chelsea said that “This visit really opened my mind to community life and how individuals navigate 

friendships and life’s issues, inside and outside their community”

Mrs M Greenstreet

RE Dept
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Easter Gardens

If we could be 1% better at something every day – for instance how we speak to others, the effort we put 

into our work, being kinder to those less fortunate, we would have improved ourselves 365% by the end 

of the year.  What an achievement that would be!  Just imagine the impact worldwide. Happy Easter.

(For health & safety purposes the large stone/rock that covers the tomb is missing on these 

models, students will have to source these themselves.

A specific YR8 class took part in making Easter Gardens this week.  

We have been learning about “Suffering” this term, specifically the 

emotional, physical and spiritual suffering of Jesus.  This class have 

been developing their philosophical thinking skills on suffering 

through circle time and mediation in the Zen Den.

As Easter approaches, we have learned that it is a time for reflection.  

Reflection on who we are, the sacrifices people make for us and our 

happiness, as well as what we sacrifice for other’s happiness.

Mrs M Greenstreet

RE Dept


