
English Literature
AQA GCSE

For More Information Contact:
Miss Trouve at the Academy.

AQA English Literature teaches learners to appreciate a variety of text types including, Shakespeare, Poetry and Drama. They 
learn to understand plot, character and theme through a range of texts, using referencing and identifying writer’s methods.

Learners are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to further their awareness of the ways in which English 
can be used. The AQA English Literature course encourages students to develop their interpretative skills and cognitive functions 

effectively and to develop their understanding of different contexts.

This is an Ofqual approved syllabus and is worth one GCSE. Students who take this course also take the English Language course 
with AQA to give them a total of 2 GCSEs in English.

When?
Start date:  September.
Duration:  2 years.

Entry Requirements:
Compulsory.

Further Education & Careers Information:
Post 16 access: ‘A’ level or IB English Language and 
Literature job opportunity: Advertising, Acting, Publishing, 
Teaching, Librarianship, Public Relations, Journalism, Legal 
Professions, Management Consultancy and Finance.

Course Details

Additional DetailsPaper 1 Shakespeare and 19th Century text.
 
Section A Shakespeare: Students will answer one question 
on a Shakespeare play. They will be required to write in 
detail about an extract from the play and then to write about 
the play as a whole.

Section B The 19th-century novel: Students will answer 
one question on a 19th Century text. They will be required 
to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to 
write about the novel as a whole.

How it's assessed: Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 64 
marks = 40% of GCSE.

Paper 2 Modern Text and Poetry.

Section A Modern texts: students will answer one essay 
question from a choice of two on their studied modern prose 
or drama text.

Section B Poetry: students will answer one comparative 
question on one named poem printed on the paper and one 
other poem from their studied anthology cluster.

Section C Unseen poetry: Students will answer one 
question on one unseen poem and one question comparing 
this poem with a second unseen poem.

How it's assessed: written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes, 96 
marks = 60% of GCSE.


