
History
AQA GCSE

For More Information Contact:
Mr Waghorn at the Academy.

Studying GCSE History will help you to answer important questions such as: Why do wars happen? Why do we have a 
welfare system? How have we come to live in a multi-cultural society? Learning about past events and the people who’ve 

influenced history will allow you to understand how the world got to the point it’s at now and how it will continue to
develop in the future.

You’ll learn valuable skills… Apart from studying a wide range of exciting historic periods, you’ll learn a range of handy skills that will 
help you with A-levels and future work. These include: excellent communication and writing skills, how to construct an argument, 

research and problem skills, investigation and problem-solving skills & analytical and interpretation skills.

When?
Start date:  September.
Duration:  2 years.

Entry Requirements:
Studying History requires a considerable amount of written 
work, therefore a strong academic record in English is 
preferable.

Further Education & Careers Information:
Having a GCSE in History opens doors to a wide range of 
further learning paths, including studying the
subject at A Level, or attending college.

Possible career prospects with a GCSE in History include: 
Academic Librarian, Archaeologist, Archivist, Broadcast 
Journalist, Civil Service administrator, Editorial Assistant, 
Information Officer, Politician's Assistant, Solicitor and Web 
Content Manager.

Course Units

Additional DetailsPaper 1: America 1920-1973: Opportunity and Inequality & 
Conflict and Tension 1918-1939

America:
Students will study the political, economic, social and 
cultural aspects of these two developments and the role 
ideas played in bringing about change. They will also look at 
the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change 
and the impact the developments had on them.

Conflict and Tension:
Focuses on the causes of the Second World War and seeks 
to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved 
difficult to resolve the issues which caused it. This study 
also considers the role of key individuals and groups in 
shaping change, as well as how they were affected by and 
influenced international relations.

Paper 2: Health and the People: c1000 to the present day 
& Elizabethan England.

Health and the People:
Students will study the importance of the following factors: 
War, Superstition and religion, Chance, Government, 
Communication, Science and technology the role of the 
individual in encouraging or inhibiting change.

Elizabethan England:
This option allows students to study in depth a specified 
period, the last 35 years of Elizabeth I's reign. The study will 
focus on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign considered from 
economic, religious, political, social and cultural standpoints, 
and arising contemporary and historical controversies.


